home & garden
An Ocean Cottage in Tierra Verde

NF.-:TI.{'-d on the shore between Shell Key and Fort Desoto
Park, rests Stefiner Seaside, a Gulf front cottage retreat remi
niscent of 19th century New England, and home to one of
Tierea Verde's most unigue architectural achievements to
date. Sugeestive of the rambling coastal estates found in the
historic fishing ports in Maine, Stedner Seasiode is an extraor-
dinary display of rustic ingenuity, artful detail and timeless
beauty. It is built in classic American Shingle Style architec-
ture and embodies the warmth, charm and ereativity of its
homeowners, Nelson and Lynn Steiner. For this spirited
couple, building their family's dream home was not just an
adventure, but a labor of love.

Shingle Style is ometimes re
ferred to as the seaside srple. In
esseEnce, i wraps Queen Anne ar-
chitecture in gorgeous natural
colored shingles, "We didn't start
out with this type of house in
mind,” says Lynn Steiner. “Our
plans were to build a typical Span-
ish Modern space, complete with
stucco walls and huge vaulted
ceilings.” In addition to designing
their home, the Steiners were also
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planning their wedding. “Somewhere along the way some-
thing didn't feel right. Maybe it was the fact that both the
house and the wedding were becoming bigger than we were
comfortable with,” says Lynn. “In the end, we invited 60
guests to Vail for an intimate wedding. After that, plans for
the house began to fall into place.” Lynn adds, "1 really
wanted a home that reminded me of where I grew up in New
England. One day, I sald to Nelson ‘let’s build a little
cottage”...and that's exactly what we did.”

The six thousand square foot cottage home is set back
from the road, with an engaging white pebble driveway
which leads past a luxurious
canopy of Oak, philodendron,
ginger plants, and rich tropical
greens. Landscape Architeet,
Tom Davis, came on board long
before the building plans were
finalized. “It was important to
work the two massive Live Oaks
into the scenario,” savs Davis.
“The trees are a critical element
in the full scale impact of the site.
From the curb to the shoreline,
the natural elements flow
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together, much like the interior living
spaces.” Grades and ledges of rock
were added for esthetic value and soil
retention. Tropical palms and indig-
enous plants were also added for
dimension, color, and coverage. It was
Davis who introduced architect
Vaughn Everett McCarthy to Nelson
and Lynn. “Our decision to work with
Vaughn was based on chemistry,”
Nelson says. “He integrated our needs
into the plan and allowed for adjust-
ments and personal design choices.”
McCarthy adds, “Nelson has a good eye
for design. His concept for tapering the
massive columns, was a considerable,
custom order, but in the end worked
perfectly into the whole Porte Cache
concept.”

The Porte Cache leads into the
courtyard, bordered by a guest cottage,
athree-car garage and a carriage barn,
lovingly nicknamed Nelson's 7oy Box.

“The toy box was a vital part of the
design. It couldn’t look like an add-on
to the porte cache and guest house,”
McCarthy notes. “The idea for the
transition tower came after discussion

of how to comfortably tie the elements
together, and make it esthetically
pleasing at the same time.” The final
result captured the flavor of what
Nelson was looking for —a bold struc-
ture, with strong, square cut out
windows that repeat throughout the
house.

According to McCarthy, the home
represents an authentic application of
the shingle style, where each cedar
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shingle is hand dipped with many,
many samples of color and
applied individually to the exterior.
The resulting effect is a matured, wind-
swept appearance, as if this grand
home had been built decades earlier.
The asymmetrical profile, with its
gables, dormers, bays and unique
tower, emerge as a unified sculpture,

continued on next page
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blended by the rich, rustic cedar veneer. Facing west, the
wrap around porch exists as an extension of the living space.
Eight inch wide, dark, tongue and groove, distressed hickory
floor boards lay the groundwork for the entire first floor and
continue into the seaside parlor and beyond to the porch.
“Eventually, nature will take its course,” Nelson adds, “and
the floor will take on a beautiful silvery patina.” Nelson’s
attention to detail and his involvement in the project led to
an excellent working relationship with contractor, Rick
Worley, of Worley Contracting in St. Petersburg. “We are
very proud of this project,” says Worley. “The Steiners were
great. They presented their design choices in a timely way
and made decisions quickly...and nothing makes me
happier than to get a project done ahead of schedule.”
Custom stone work, provided by Dick Slager and hand
hewed beams made by Wayne Benedict are central elements
to the home’s vintage appeal. The massive stone hearth in
the kitchen, which Nelson designed, faces into theliving area
and casts a 19th century charm over the honed dark marble
counters and creamy off white cabinetry. Another authentic
detail is the interior wall and ceiling treatments. Ten inch
wide, tongue and groove white wall boards were custom
made and offer a rich complement to the wide hickory floors
and arched beams throughout the kitchen, dining and
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living areas. The use of volume and space is brought down
to scale with simple, yet elegant furniture, lighting and
wrought iron decorative pieces. The dining room, which is
open to both the kitchen and living area, is actually a bay
with windows that look out towards the water. The bay is
made intimate with an oversized, vintage candelabrum that
hangs low over the table, inspiring conversation and focus-
ing attention on the diners. Once past the open living space,
hallways and corners play host to many smaller vignettes
showcasing the Steiner’s charming collection of paintings,
sculptures, and photographs. Each wall holds a treat, and
Nelson and Lynn do not skimp on artfully framed, black and
white family photos taken during one of their many escapes
to the Rocky Mountains, Italian Riviera, or New York.
Decorated to inspire conversation, the family room is rich
with texture. “We wanted a space that was comfortable and
inviting,” says Lynn. Soft neutral tones blend in a variety of
small rugs, rustic wood furniture, and rich taupe, beige and
brown textured fabrics. The palette provides a perfect base
for Nelson and Lynn’s eclectic collections and rare auction
finds. Lynn’s pride and joy are her vintage writing desk and
hall tree once belonging to actress, Katherine Hepburn. “I've
always admired her. There’s a water stain on the top of the
desk, and I can just imagine her sitting there, with her glass
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