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Fast and present intertwine on Snell Isle,
where Hich and Sue Knipe blend
classic antiques with contemporary style
for an eminently livable home

BY hMARP BROWK o PEOTOGHRARSY BY JEFF Fil

kere's something abow the vin

il vilg ol things: couplings

Ehat fo against 4::-;|1-|:'-|_'I.|ti|.|||.4..

contrasts that kend tension and

excitement, Often those con-
Lrists are d lum as ey ane mesmenang,
Thats why a vasal 1o whal appesrs o be a
1920 oo tinwe bome located on the tp of
Encll lxle i such o mush. The Mednerranean
is only foar vesrs old, but ere what's old s
mew: what could be new is old; and the
OWDETS are al onee OHTICTIsary ardl 1radi-
tomal. Meet Rich and Sue Knipe. omd
eHooanier o siody in how conerasts sirec,
amil howe ibeir home came 10 be,

Swe Knipe looks the embodiment of the
accomplished comtemporany woman. As ghe
amswvers the door in resom-hoaed orange and
whiie, long blomd hair swinging againsi her
shealders, the athletke mom generabes
cneggy. She 13 oa sell-described “now
reiired” pediatric nurse practitioner at
Tampa Ceneral Hospueal, Kich 15 an onoodo-
gist with Gulfcoast Oncology in 5L,
Petersbung, When they mel 13 years ago x
i neaghborhosd pany, it wasn't the profes-
slonal kKinship as mvoch as the love ol the tra-
ditdonal s drew the couple topether. "'l

guess it was the act th she loved antiques
aidl g0 did 17 save Bich.

A marmihon-ruanes and tnathlers, Kich
says e first fell in love with the crafisman-
shape of old fusmiture as & g ressdenl m
Lannsvelle, Keamicky, “My landlady had a
It ol amlsqees stored i the basement and
pdid e | could choose whatever | wanted to
furnish my timy apartmeent,” be says, “The
longer [ lved wath those old meces, the
more | was imgressed with their qualivy, My
st Flll:l,'hil'u.: wils am IRk 'q.||_'|_|_.;|: Bed
and 1he rest 18 Buslory.”

“Many of our lirst dates were 10 antigue
stores,” Sue savs. Buil she had alrcady
begun collecting before she met Rich: “My
grandmodher had antigues. 1 used o help
her refimish them. Them nvy mothes and |
began o collect J'fl{'[!-:l."-.'-.||,:u'| I:I.l.'-.'-. iz

Tosday, the cowple’s abdest son, B-yearald
Jack, sleepas on the sleigh-bed: the
Depression glass colleciion lines the wain-
scoting of the dining room, =1 ve even used
some of the chipped picces 1o make a spe
cinl window," says Su¢, pointing we a
pgothoc-peaked onginal  creation  (hal
mnecorporales the delicate s of green and
rose glass,
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From her Depression
glass collection, Sue
created a gothi
peaked windoy
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Delectable Collectibles

The use of a collection as part of living is one cornerstone of the
Knipes’ philosophy of home. “As much as we love the beauty of the old,
we're determined to really live with these wonderful acquisitions,” Sue
says. “Our two little boys play around the oldest pieces and usually
there’s no trouble.” The couple look at each other and laugh. Sue picks
up a delicate lead-crystal vase. “Thomas, our 6-year-old, was playing
with his light sabre. Apparently, the *Force’ got out of control and the
piece was broken. When we got home, he had scotch-taped it and
proudly told us it was ‘all fixed.’”

Lovely furniture, objets d’art, paintings and curiosities abound. “I
guess I'm especially drawn to chandeliers,” says Rich. Through the
entry double doors that were originally hung in a turn-of-the-century
Chicago rail station, the rare eight-light 1870s “gas-a-lier” — the gas-
powered version of a chandelier — glistens. “Even though this is from
a Pittsburgh estate, it’s easy to combine American and European pieces
of this era,” Rich says.

He points to the carved white marble English mantel and the French
Jfin-de-siecle bronze clock with a chubby cherub. “Yes, that’s only one
of our angels,” Sue laughs. “They pop up here and there.”

As if to dramatize, staring down from an ornate gold-leafed valance,
a team of tiny angels holds up scalloped gold shirring. Framing what
locks like an elaborate stage-set, the draped windows draw the eye










